
Blue Ridge Regional Human Rights Committee Minutes 
February 13, 2006 

 
 
The Blue Ridge Regional Human Rights Committee met Monday, February 13, 
2006 at 3:30 PM in the Community Room at The Burrell Center at 611 McDowell 
Avenue. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT ADMIN SUPPORT 
Dr. Annemarie Carroll – Chair Betsy Walker 
Rebecca Baker – Vice Chair 
Christene Montgomery 
Lynn Lawson 
Lydia Barlow 
Geraldine Cleary 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT REGIONAL ADVOCATE 
Josephine Wesselhoft Sonia Smith, Office of Human Rights
Mildred Willis 
 
AFFILIATES REPRESENTED 
Alleghany Highlands CSB – Betty Crance 
AMRSS – Tina Austin 
Blue Ridge Behavioral Healthcare – Betty Bingham 
Carilion Behavioral Health – Mary Isenhour 
CHIP – Dena Davis 
Didlake – Kristin Wiseley – Ken Rush – Jennifer Lapetoda 
Family Preservation Services – Carla Warner 
Family Services Roanoke Valley – Vickie Haynie 
Fidura & Associates – John Barrett 
Goodwill of the Valleys – Linda St. Clair 
Innovative Community Solutions, Inc. – Bo Miller 
Lamano Agency – Juli Larson 
Lewis Gale Behavioral Health – Leigh Frazier 
Lutheran Family Services – Gary Wilburn 
National Counseling Group – Dennis Raabe 
Strategic Therapy Associates – Debbie Spanich 
Virginia Baptist Family Services DDM – Jennifer Mays – Will Childers 
 
AGENDA 
 
See attached 
 
 
 
 

 1



MINUTES 
 

1. The Chair Dr. Annemarie Carroll called the meeting to order at 3:30 PM; 
committee members and attending affiliates introduced themselves. 

 
2. Geri Cleary motioned the minutes of December 12, 2005 be approved as 

presented, Lynn Lawson seconded the motion and the minutes will be 
entered into the record. 

 
3. Lamano Agency Policies and Procedures request for permanent 

affiliation. Juli Larson gave an overview of the services being provided at 
this time.  Material for review was included in the December packet.  At this 
time they have one sponsored residential home in this area.  Sonia stated 
she has reviewed the packet of material and it has also been through other 
Human Rights Committees that Lamano is affiliated with outside of 
Roanoke and they have been found acceptable as far as the requirements 
as the Human Rights Regulations. The temporary affiliation previously 
granted does not expire until April, given the fact the Policies and 
Procedures are complete and ready there is no reason they cannot be 
made permanent today.  Geri Cleary motioned permanent affiliation be 
granted and Becky Baker seconded the motion. 

 
4. Annual Report: 

The following Annual Reports were presented and all questions from 
committee members were answered.  Copies of the reports are on file. 
AMRSS – Tina Austin  
Fidura & Associates – John Barrett 
Lewis Gale Behavioral Health – Leigh Frazier 
Virginia Baptist Family Services DDM – Will Childers 
Didlake Inc. – Kristin Wiseley 
 
Sonia requested everyone to use the Word form that was created for the 
monthly and yearly reports. 

 
5. Advocates Reports – Sonia Smith 

1) Distributed a newsletter from the Director, Office of Human Rights, 
Margaret Walsh. 

2) Reminder to affiliates to return their agreements and fees if they 
have not done so. 

3) Agreements and fees that have not bee returned will be reviewed in 
April for possible action, per the new Affiliate Procedures and 
Agreement. 

4) Reminder to affiliates that annual reports should be sent to Betsy 
Walker as well as herself. 
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5) There is one (1) vacancy on the committee and Lynn’s term expires 
6/06.  She will not be eligible for reappointment because this is her 
second term. 

6) Bethany Hall and Blue Ridge Behavioral Healthcare variances do 
not have to be re-approved this year, however; they should present 
a report on their variances, which Mrs. Smith will forward to the State 
Human Rights Committee. 

 
6. New Business – Dr. Carroll reported she has a scheduling conflict that has 

developed with this meeting, which would make it impossible for her to  
attend 1 meeting per semester.  Becky Baker, Vice Chair, will chair the next  
meeting. 
 
Bo Miller with Innovative Community Solutions gave verbal notification of  
the opening of a third house in Salem March 1. 

 
7. Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 4:35 PM.  The next meeting is  

scheduled for April 10, 2006 at 3:30  PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Betsy Walker 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________           ____________________ 
Chair/ Vice Chair           Date signed 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________          ____________________ 
Recorder           Date signed 
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